the case of wheat in India, Mexico, Britain and the United States, Perkins builds a convincing case that the Green Revolution was grounded in the development of plant breeding late in the nineteenth century and was not confined to the poor nations of the world. Armed with Darwinian, and later Mendelian, insights, American and European plant breeders sought at once to increase productivity and to transform human behavior. Perkins quite properly evaluates the various strands of both theories in light of the empirical evidence he has carefully amassed from statistical tracts, documentary analysis, and interviews. He concludes that humanitarian considerations played a role in extending the Green Revolution to less industrialized nations, but that national security considerations were far more important. He also notes that while the Green Revolution was a success in the narrow sense-it did raise yields of wheat and rice-it failed to eliminate hunger and poverty since it failed to grapple with distributional questions.
Thus, while it increased national security for each of the nations studied, it failed to increase social stability. Finally, Perkins argues that it is not clear that continuing traditional practices would have allowed nations to fare better, especially in light of continuing population growth.
One surprising omission from Perkins's otherwise well-documented account is the impact of wheat improvement on other crops. Critics such as Vandana Shiva (The Violence of the Green Revolution, Third World Network, 1991) have argued that increased wheat and rice yields and growing area in India were accompanied by declining area and yields devoted to minor cereals and other crops, especially oilseeds. In addition, there is little doubt that India overinvested in wheat and rice breeding to the detriment of productivity advances in other crops. Nevertheless, this fine volume will for many years to come be the main reference on the Green Revolution.
